
 

 

 

 
The University will return to more normal academic and business operations in Fall 2021 including a 
return in-person working and learning. Capital’s mission of transforming lives happens best through the 
in-person community created by bringing the Cap Family together on our campuses in work, classes, 
events, and student activities. Infection rates and widespread vaccination are key factors in the ability of 
the University to return to normal or to reinstate health protocols. 

Vaccination is key to maximizing all the opportunities and benefits of in-person learning and living at 
Capital. The University strongly encourages, but does not require, all students, faculty and staff to get a 
COVID vaccination.  A high vaccination rate within the University community will allow for a return to 
more normal campus activities which enhance the student experience.  

COVID vaccines are now widely available, at no cost, to all adults in the United States. These vaccines 
have been authorized by the Federal Drug Administration under the “emergency use authorization” 
process which allows the vaccines to be distributed and used in the U.S.  If the vaccines receive full FDA 
approval, the University will reconsider whether to require COVID vaccination. 

Beginning for Fall Semester 2021, the following requirements apply to all schools and colleges: 

COVID Vaccination Requirements 

Participation in Work, Classes, and Activities 

There are two options available to be able to engage in in-person work, teaching and learning, or to 
participate in on-campus activities: 

• Option 1:  Be fully vaccinated, and inform the University of your vaccination status. 

As vaccination provides protection against becoming infected and spreading infection, 
individuals who are fully vaccinated will: 

o Not have to participate in surveillance testing, if asymptomatic. 

o Not be required to quarantine if exposed to COVID. 

A person is considered “fully vaccinated” at 14 days after the final dose of the COVID vaccine.  

 
• Option 2:  No vaccination, or do not inform the University of your vaccination status. 

Following health department guidelines to monitor and prevent the spread of COVID, 
individuals who are not vaccinated will: 

o Be expected to wear a mask when in University buildings. 

o Be required to participate in the University’s weekly COVID surveillance testing. 

o Need to quarantine if identified as having been exposed as a close contact during 
contact tracing, and need to isolate if you test COVID positive. 

 Employees who are unable to perform their job responsibilities while in 
quarantine or isolation will need to use their paid or unpaid leave time. 

 Students who are required to quarantine or isolate will experience disruptions 
to being able to be in in-person classes. 

COVID Vaccination and Testing Policy 



 

 

Please note: Although the University does not require vaccination, there are some activities such as field 
experiences, clinical placements, experiential learning activities, or programs of study (i.e., nursing) that 
may require vaccination to participate due to external or other requirements. 
 

Living in University Housing 

To live in University provided housing, students must either: 

• Provide documentation of being fully vaccinated for COVID prior to move in; or 

• Test negative for COVID at move in, after university breaks (Thanksgiving break, winter break, 
and spring break), and participate in the University’s weekly COVID surveillance testing. 

o If you become fully vaccinated during the academic year, you would no longer need to 
participate in the surveillance testing program or be tested after university breaks. 

 
 
Providing Vaccine Documentation  

By August 1, all vaccinated faculty, staff, and students are asked to provide documentation to the 
University of their vaccination status. The University strongly encourages everyone to get a COVID 
vaccination to support our health efforts. The University monitors vaccination and infection rates to 
make decisions on COVID protocols. 

• Individuals are asked to provide information on vaccination status and upload an image of 
their vaccine verification card using a brief Qualtrics survey at: 
https://capital.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6FsT8L8BKqTMi8u 

 

 

• If you do not provide your vaccination verification, you will need to follow the COVID 
protocols for unvaccinated individuals. 

 
Vaccination information will be kept confidential and only used to assist the COVID Response Team with 
contact tracing, determining need to quarantine when someone is exposed, determining the need for 
COVID surveillance testing or testing for university-housing, and in the aggregate for planning.  

 
Vaccination Availability 

The University has made vaccinations available through our partnership with Bexley Urgent Care, 
located at 2216 E. Main Street, at the intersection of Main Street and College Avenue, across the street 
from the Bexley campus. Appointments for vaccinations can be made through this 
link:  https://www.uaurgentcare.com/bexley-urgent-care.html  

The vaccinations are provided for free with no cost to the individual. You will be asked for your 
insurance information to cover the cost of administering the vaccine, however, your insurance company 
will not charge you for this cost. If you do not have insurance, you can still get the vaccine, for no cost. 



 

 

COVID Testing Requirements 

Monitoring and managing COVID-19 at the University is essential to creating a safe and healthy 
environment for our entire university community.  Capital has developed a comprehensive health 
strategy, which utilizes diagnostic and surveillance testing, daily monitoring of symptoms, quarantine 
and isolation protocols, and contact tracing of close contacts for positive cases. 
 
The University’s testing program has three parts: 1) baseline diagnostic tests at move in and after 
university breaks (Thanksgiving break, winter break, and spring break) for residential students who are 
unvaccinated or who do not provide their vaccination status to the University; 2) diagnostic tests for 
symptomatic individuals; 3) surveillance testing conducted weekly throughout each semester, required 
for unvaccinated individuals or those who do not provide their vaccination status to the University. 
 

1) Baseline Diagnostic Testing 
Prompt identification and isolation of positive individuals on campus and their contacts is 
necessary to mitigate the spread of the virus and ensure the health and safety of the Capital 
community.  Therefore, the University will require a COVID-19 diagnostic test as part of the 
move-in process for residential students who are unvaccinated or who do not provide their 
vaccination status to the University.   
 

Testing Process 
The University will provide diagnostic COVID-19 testing on campus. This testing will occur at 
the time of moving into University housing, and will be provided by the University at no 
cost to the students.  

 
Anyone who is currently symptomatic or has recently been in ‘close contact’ with someone 
positive for COVID-19, should not move into University housing and should not participate 
in baseline testing.  Rather, please follow the guidance provided in the following section on 
Diagnostic Testing for Symptomatic and Exposed Individuals. 

 
Testing provides a point-in-time look at whether an individual is positive or negative for COVID-19. 
Therefore, students are reminded to continue to take all precautions to reduce the risk for 
contracting the virus. 

 
2) Diagnostic Testing for Symptomatic and Exposed Individuals 

If an individual develops symptoms of COVID-19, or are exposed to someone with COVID-19, 
they should not go to in-person classes, activities, or on-campus work. 
 
The COVID Response Team is available to answer questions about symptoms and determine 
need to quarantine or isolate.  Contact the team at:  COVIDResponse@capital.edu  
 
Students with symptoms should: 

• Contact the Center for Health and Wellness, at chw@capital.edu, to arrange for a health 
assessment. 

• Follow the advice of the medical professional and obtain a diagnostic test, if 
recommended. 

• Symptomatic students awaiting test results will be required to quarantine. 

• Residential students who test positive for COVID-19 are encouraged to return home, if 
possible.  For those residential students who cannot return home, the University will 



 

 

provide alternative housing for those that test positive for COVID-19 and must isolate 
on-campus until cleared. 

• Non-residential students who test positive for COVID-19 should isolate at their home, 
and continue to monitor their symptoms until cleared to return. 

• Students are required to notify the University of positive test results and to comply with 
isolation directives from their healthcare provider. 

 
Faculty and staff who develop symptoms of COVID-19 should not come to campus, contact their 
primary healthcare provider, follow the advice of the medical professional and obtain a 
diagnostic test, if recommended, isolate at home until cleared to return, and continue to 
monitor their symptoms. 
 
Reporting COVID positive tests:  If you receive a positive COVID test result please fill out the 
self-reporting form which provides this information to the COVID Response Team so the team 
can provide support and determine any next steps. 

 
3) Surveillance Testing 

Participation in the University’s COVID surveillance testing is required for individuals who are 
not vaccinated or who choose not to provide documentation of vaccination. Surveillance 
testing is used to monitor for COVID-19 infections. Targeted testing may also be employed 
should COVID-19 hotspots be identified. 
 
A surveillance testing program, tests individuals regardless of whether they have a known 
exposure to COVID or are symptomatic.  Surveillance testing allows the University to make 
inferences about the level of spread in the University population and to identify asymptomatic 
cases for isolation. 
 
The University will email surveillance testing information to individuals who are required to 
participate in the testing. The testing will be conducted at the University, and at no cost to the 
individuals tested.   
 
Test results will be provided to the health professionals working with the University’s COVID 
Response Team and privacy requirements will be followed.  Positive results will be 
communicated by a health practitioner via telephone and will include directives for isolation. 
 
The following are qualified reasons an individual may opt out of the testing requirement: 

• They have a disability that would physically preclude them from having the test done. 

• They prefer to be tested by another source within a week, before or after, their assigned 
time. Capital will not reimburse for testing done at alternative facilities. The test results 
must be shared with Capital. 

• They are currently sick and unable to get to the testing facility. 

• If a student is taking all virtual courses, or the faculty/staff member is working remotely, 
and will not be on campus during the semester. 

 
Any member of the Capital community who develops symptoms of COVID-19, or who 
becomes aware that they have been in close contact with someone with COVID-19, should not 
seek COVID-19 testing from the University’s surveillance testing process. Instead, students 



 

 

should contact the Center for Health and Wellness (chw@capital.edu); employees should 
contact their primary healthcare provider. 

 
The University may adapt and change its testing approach based on evolving information and guidance 
from health authorities. 
 
Compliance with the testing program, and with quarantine and isolation protocols is expected as part of 
Capital’s approach to keeping our university community safe.  If a student refuses to comply with 
testing, and does not have a qualifying reason to opt out, the student may be subject to action under 
the code of conduct and may no longer qualify for student housing.  If an employee refuses to comply, 
and does not have a qualifying reason to opt out, they will be sent home and disciplinary action may be 
taken if necessary. 
 
Reporting of Testing Outcomes 
The University will report COVID-19 testing information, including the numbers of tests and positive and 
negative results, through a public-facing dashboard made available to all.  While it will not reveal 
individual or specific location data that could compromise privacy, the dashboard will share general 
community-level disease prevalence indicators. 
 


